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SUBJECT: CZECHOSLOVAK POLICE CONFISCATE USIS FILM 

1. ON AFTERNOON JUNE 25, CZECHOSLOVAK NATIONAL (REPRESENTATIVE OF 
INVALID'S ASSOCIATION) WHO HAD BORROWED FILM FROM EMBASSY FILM 
LIBRARY WAS STOPPED BY POLICE AS HE LEFT CHANCERY. HE WAS FORCED 
TO SHOW IDENTIFICATION, DATA FROM WHICH WAS NOTED, AND GIVEN CHOICE 
OF "COMING WITH US" OR RELIQUISHING FILM. HE CHOSE LATTER 
ALTERNATIVE. POLICE THEN TOLD HIM THAT IF HE WISHED TO GET FILM BACK, 

HE COULD GET IT FROM MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. 

2. IN ABSENCE OF CHARGE (WHO IS ON OFFICIAL MFA-SPONSORED TRIP 
OUTSIDE PRAGUE) POLITICAL COUNSELLOR SOUGHT AND OBTAINED IMMEDIATE 
MEETING WITH NOVOTNY, ACTING HEAD OF SIXTH DEPARTMENT IN 
ZANTOVSKY'S ABSENCE. POLITICAL COUNSELOR, ACCOMPANIED BY 

PAO, PROTESTED POLICE ACTION TO NOVOTNY, STRESSED THHAT INCIDENT 
WAS FIRST OF ITS TYPE IN SOME 20 YEARS OF OPERATION OF FILM 
LIBRARY, AND ASKED IF THIS ACTION WERE INDICATIVE OF CHANGE OF 
ATTITUDE ON PART OF GOC TOWARDS ITS RELATIONS WITH U.S. 

3. NOVOTNY, APPARENTLY SINCERELY, DISCLAIMED KNOWLEDGE OF 
INCIDENT BUT PROMISED TO CHECK WITHMINISTRY OF INTERIOR. HE 
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STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT THERE WAS NO CHANGE IN GOC POLICY 
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VIS-A-VIS THE U.S. NOVOTNY INDICATED ANSWER COULD BE EXPECTED 
FROM ZANTOVSKY EARLY NEXT WEEK. EMBOFFS STATED EXPECTATION 
THAT- AT A MINIMUM-U.S. GOVERNMENT-OWNED FILM WOULD BE 
RETURNED. THEY ALSO EXPRESSED HOPE THAT FREEDOM OF ACCESS 
TO FILM LIBRARY WHICH HAD OBTAINED OVER MANY YEARS WOULD 
CONTINUE. 
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